*Journal of Modern Optics* was founded in 1953, before the invention of the laser, as *Optica Acta*. Since then, the Journal has charted six decades of developments in optics, publishing papers by, among others, Sir Peter Knight, Sir John Pendry, Serge Haroche and David Wineland. We have much to be proud of, and much to look forward to.

In this era of increased openness, researchers look to a journal which embraces the opportunities that Open Access offers. The Publishers of *Journal of Modern Optics* are therefore pleased to announce that the cost of publishing a Gold Open Access article in the Journal is now US \$700.

If you choose to publish in this way, your article will still benefit from the same rigorous peer review that characterizes the Journal. The difference is that the published article will be freely available, to everyone, under a Creative Commons licence. Once your article is accepted, please email <apc@tandf.co.uk> to arrange payment.

Open Access articles are collected into a supplementary issue as soon as they are published, and are printed at the end of the year.

During a time in which there is such an abundance of excellent research being published in the field of optics, we are proud to present this first all-Open Access issue of *Journal of Modern Optics*; we hope you enjoy reading it.
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